


21ST EDITION!

3 WORLDS OF ENCHANTMENT FOR YOUNG AND OLD

Christmas Village Agence de développement 
centre-ville de Mons 
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Let’s meet on Saturday, December 6 at 5:00 PM at the foot of the Magic 
Kiosk for the opening of Mons Cœur en Neige, in the presence of Mayor 
Nicolas Martin, members of the city council, designer David Jeanmotte, 
this edition’s godfather Kody Kim, and of course Santa Claus and Mrs. 
Claus!

After the speeches, enjoy a cozy family gathering with a DJ until 10:00 
PM.
Everyone is welcome – free entry!

UNIQUE OPENING SHOW! Discover “BE HOP” by the Remue-Ménage 
company! Departure at 4:30 PM from the Grand Place. Free entry – acces-
sible for people with reduced mobility.
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OFFICIAL OPENING AT 
MONS’ GRAND PLACE



1. GRAND PLACE OF MONS : 
THE TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS VILLAGE
* The traditional chalets
From December 6 to 31, 2025, the Grand Place of Mons transforms 
into a true Christmas village. About fifty chalets offer original gift 
ideas, delicious local products, and a varied selection of food and 
drinks. Lights, spicy scents, laughter, and music create a warm, magi-
cal Christmas atmosphere in the heart of Mons – perfect to enjoy with 
family or friends.





Dates and opening hours of the Christmas Village 
– Grand Place of Mons
Open daily from December 6 to 31, 2025. Closed on December 25.
Sunday to Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
(extended hours possible until 10:00 PM)
Thursday to Saturday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
(extended hours possible until 1:00 AM)
Christmas Eve – December 24: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
(extended hours possible until 8:00 PM)
New Year’s Eve – December 31: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM (no extended hours). 
From 10:00 PM: closing party with New Year’s Eve celebrations

Also in the Christmas Village:
The Grand Christmas Tower: Enjoy seasonal snacks and warming drinks.

Artisan pop-up chalets – Grand Place: This year, discover three pop-up 
chalets at the Grand Place! Throughout the Christmas market, passionate 
artisans will showcase their unique, local, and original creations.

List of artisans – Pop-up chalets



• The Solidarity chalet: Do a good deed by visiting the volunteers 
at this chalet, entirely dedicated to promoting charitable organiza-
tions. Every day: free soup from 11:00 AM to 7:30 PM, thanks to the 
support of the National Lottery.

Programme (subject to change):
•	 Cuesmes Scouts: December 6 
•	 Le Chalet des Hirchons (hedgehog care): December 7; December 13 



•	 Oxfam: December 8-11 
•	 Cuesmes Youth Centrum: December 12 
•	 Gaia (animal protection): December 14 
•	 La Pilerie (care centre for people with disabilities): December 
15-17; December 22-23 
•	 Les Petits Vieux (animal retirement home): December 18-19 
•	 Nothing But Pets (collective for animal lovers): December 20-21 
•	 Young Socialists of Mons: December 24 and 30
•	 Chat-Bidou (association supporting small shelters with food): 
December 26-28 
•	 Belgian Multiple Sclerosis League (promoting well-being of MS 
patients): December 29
•	 Young MR: December 31

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and their friends welcome 
well-behaved children in an enchanting atmosphere on Wednes-
days, Saturdays, and Sundays from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM*.

*December 7, 10, 13, 14, 17, 20, and 21

Magical decorations and lighting : Be enchanted by the 
Grand Place, adorned with magical lights, the King of the Forest 
(from the Belgian Ardennes), the nativity scene, thematic decora-
tions, and more.

“Sapin Enchanté” Carousel : Fun for young and old alike.

Children’s Activities : Even the little ones are not forgotten 
with a carousel and duck fishing!



2. MARCHÉ AUX HERBES : CHRISTMAS 
MARKET AND ILLUMINATED SKY
NEW! A central bar area and traditional wooden chalets offering 
gifts, delicacies, and snacks, organized by the businesses of the Mar-
ché aux Herbes.

Illuminated sky and enchanting decorations

Entertainment and animations

Dates and opening hours of the Christmas market (sub-
ject to change) :
Open daily from December 6 to 31, 2025. Closed on December 25.

Sunday to Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 8:00 PM (extended hours possible 
until 10:00 PM)

Thursday to Saturday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM (extended hours possible 
until 1:00 AM)

Christmas Eve – December 24: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM (extended hours 
possible until 8:00 PM)

New Year’s Eve – December 31: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM (extended hours 
possible until 8:00 PM)



3. PLACE LÉOPOLD : ICE RINK AND 
CHRISTMAS MARKET
Covered Ice Rink - 600 m²! Enjoy a 600 m² ice rink, open to young 
and old! The covered space allows everyone to put on skates (sizes 32 
to 46). For the little ones, double skates are available to help them learn. 
Skate rental is included in the entrance ticket, but you may also bring 
your own skates.
The ice rink is open until January 4, 2026, and is accessible for people with 
reduced mobility, with skating aids available upon request.

Admission fees (including skate rental):  
- 12 years: €5/hour   + 12 years: €9/hour

Ice rink opening hours:

From December 6, 2025, to January 4, 2026 (closed on December 25 and 
January 1)
Sunday to Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 8:00 PM (extended hours possible until 
10:00 PM)
Thursday to Saturday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM (extended hours possible until 
1:00 AM)
December 24: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM (extended hours possible until 8:00 PM)
December 31: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM

NEW! Christmas  market – 1st edition – December 6 to 31

About fifteen traditional wooden chalets offer gifts, delicacies, and snacks 
on a brand-new square at the foot of the sparkling ice rink, in a modern, 
enchanting, and cozy setting. The train station, parking, and public trans-
port are all within walking distance… Everything you need for a delightful 
experience with family or friends.

Dates and opening hours of the Christmas market:

Open daily from December 6 to 31, 2025. Closed on December 25.
Sunday to Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 8:00 PM (extended hours possible until 
10:00 PM)
Thursday to Saturday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM (extended hours possible until 
1:00 AM)
December 24: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM (extended hours possible until 8:00 PM)
December 31: 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM



Presence of the « Luna Park de Noël »

Decorations and lighting : Large natural Christmas tree with lights, 
thematic decorations, and the XXL letters “I Love Mons”.

NEW! THE ENCHANTING 
CHRISTMAS TRAIN
Hop on board the train that takes you through the streets of the city 
center and the three magical zones: Grand Place, Place Léopold, and 
Marché aux Herbes.
Dates & times: December 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 27, and 28, 2025, 
from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Free entry and accessible for people with 
reduced mobility.



(Re)discover the shopping districts in December in a cozy Christmas at-
mosphere!

FREE WALKING PERFORMANCES: Experience the magic of 
Christmas with colorful free shows: stilt walkers, brass bands, light 
shows, and more.

SPECIAL SUNDAY SHOP OPENINGS: Some shops will also open 
on Sundays, December 7, 14, and 21. Certain stores will also open on 
Sunday, January 4, 2026, for the winter sale! Find all city center shops at 
www.monscentreville.be

THEMED DECORATIONS Natural Christmas trees are placed near 
the shops to give the shopping streets a unique festive atmosphere!

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS WINDOW
To make the festive spirit shine in the shopping streets, the “Most Beauti-
ful Christmas Window” contest will be held from December 1 to 26, 2025. 
Visitors are invited to vote for their favorite window display and submit 
their entry form at visitMons, at the reception of the Agence de déve-
loppement centre-ville de Mons, or at the Solidarity chalet. Participating 
windows are marked with a “I’m participating” sticker. Prizes: 4 tickets to 
Disneyland Paris (worth €578)!

At the same time, an external jury will select the three most beautiful 
windows, which will receive separate prizes.

Blank entry forms are available at visitMons (Grand-Place 27), the Solida-
rity chalet, the reception of the Agence de développement centre-ville 
de Mons, and in participating city center shops.

More info: www.monscentreville.be

CHRISTMAS IN THE SHOPPING 
DISTRICTS



UNMISSABLE EVENTS 
Saturday, December 6, 2025
-----------------------------------------------------

11:00 AM: Opening of Mons Cœur en Neige 

2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connec-
ting the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux 
Herbes). Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

4:30 PM – Departure from the Grand Place: Unique in Mons! BE HOP – 
Explore the stars, travel to the moon, dream about the future, invent 
a new world. A moving light artwork on the streets with fixed choreo-
graphed scenes. 

5:00 PM – Grand Place (Magical Kiosk): OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 
CHRISTMAS VILLAGE

In the presence of Nicolas Martin, Mayor of Mons, members of the 
city council, designer David Jeanmotte, Santa and Mrs. Claus, and this 
edition’s godfather, Kody Kim.

Following the speeches: performance by the “Gospel Grâce” choir on 
the kiosk. 

6:00 PM to 10:00 PM: DJ Night to celebrate the opening – free and 
open to everyone! 
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Sunday, December 7, 2025

-------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connec-
ting the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux 
Herbes). Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Shopping Districts: WALKING ENTERTAINMENT: stilt 
walkers and live music.

Some shops will open their doors for your holiday shopping!

Wednesday, December 10 and Thursday, December 11, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------

12:00 – 6:00 PM – Reception Center (29–31 Rue Lamir, 7000 Mons): SO-
LIDARITY CHRISTMAS MARKET by the CPAS of Mons. In support of the 
CPAS partner organizations. Opening ceremony on December 10 at 
12:00 PM.

2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connec-
ting the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux 
Herbes). Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.



Saturday, December 13, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.

From 2:00 PM – Belfry Park: CHRISTMAS AT THE BELFRY - Join us in Belfry 
Park to celebrate Christmas with family or friends in a warm and festive 
atmosphere. On the programme: craft market, delicious treats, creative 
workshops, carillon concert, live entertainment, Christmas carols, brass 
bands, and Santa’s spectacular descent from the Belfry! Food and drinks 
available in Belfry Park and at the Youth Hostel. Don’t miss Santa’s musi-
cal descent from the Belfry at 6:00 PM! An event organized by the City of 
Mons, in collaboration with Quartier du Beffroi asbl, Youth Hostel Mons, 
La Farandole, and the Agence de développement centre-ville de Mons. 
More info and full programme: www.visitmons.be

5:00 PM – Departure from Place Léopold: THE LIGHT PARADE – This il-
luminated procession will take participants from Place Léopold to the 
Belfry, with music and light effects along the way. In collaboration with 
Maison Citoyenne de Mons, which will host lantern-making workshops. 
Route (approx. 1 km): Rue Rogier, Rue de la Petite Guirlande, Rue des 
Capucins, Grand’Rue Piétonne, Rue des Fripiers, Rue de la Coupe, 
Grand’Place, and Rue des Clercs.



5:00 PM and 6:15 PM – Saint-Elizabeth Church: CHRISTMAS CONCERT BY 
LOCAL BANDS

5:00 PM: Mons Saint-Georges Brass Band

6:15 PM: Royal Fanfare of Ghlin

Sunday, December 14, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Shopping Districts: THE CHRISTMAS TEDDIES – Walking, 
dancing, and playful Christmas bears bring cheer to the streets!

Some shops will open their doors for your holiday shopping!

Wednesday, December 17, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.

Friday, December 19, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

5:00 – 9:00 PM – Grand Place: MAKE-A-WISH stand at the foot of the 
Christmas tree.



Saturday, December 20, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM – Grand Place: MAKE-A-WISH stand at the foot of the 
Christmas tree.

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.

2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

4:00 – 6:00 PM – Grand Place (Magical Kiosk): Performance by the Gospel 
Grâce choir.

5:00 PM, 6:15 PM & 7:30 PM – Saint-Elizabeth Church: CHRISTMAS 
CONCERTS BY LOCAL BANDS - 5:00 PM: Royal Philharmonic of Ghlin ; 6:15 
PM: Royal Philharmonic of Saint-Symphorien ; 7:30 PM: Mons Havré Band 
“1869”

6:00 PM – Grand Place: ELYSIUM by PYRONIX – A dazzling light show 
combining LED effects and cold pyrotechnics, for young and old alike. 
Free and accessible for people with reduced mobility.

Sunday, December 21, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM – Grand Place: MAKE-A-WISH stand at the foot of the 
Christmas tree.

2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: Santa, Mrs. Claus and Friends at the 
Magical Kiosk.

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Shopping Districts: Stilt walkers and live music bring fes-
tive cheer to the streets.



5:30 PM – Place du Chapitre: THE TORCHLIGHT PARADE : Gather at 5:15 
PM at the Collegiate church of Saint-Waltrude to collect torches. The pa-
rade arrives at the Grand Place around 6:00 PM, where the dean delivers 
a peace message from the Magical Kiosk, near the traditional nativity sce-
ne.

Shops open for your holiday shopping!

Saturday, December 27, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: “Nutcracker” mascots.

2:00 – 5:00 PM – Shopping Districts: Performance by the Gospel Grâce 
choir.

Sunday, December 28, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
2:00 – 6:00 PM: Tourist Train through the shopping districts connecting 
the three magical zones (Grand Place, Place Léopold, Marché aux Herbes). 
Free entry and accessible for people with reduced mobility. 

2:00 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Village: “Nutcracker” mascots.

Wednesday, December 31, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------
10:00 PM – 2:00 AM – Christmas Village: NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION 
– Festive evening with a DJ and midnight fireworks to welcome the new 
year! Free and open to everyone.

Programme subject to change



THE CHRISTMAS CULTURE PACKAGE
Solo Package (€30): 1 ticket to a museum or exhibition at the Pôle muséal 
; 1 ticket to a performance or concert at Mars ; 1 ticket for a guided tour 
organized by VisitMons ; 1 ticket to a film at Plaza Arthouse Cinema ; 1 gift 
from the VisitMons shop.

Duo Package (€50): 2 tickets to a museum or exhibition at the Pôle mu-
séal ; 2 tickets to a performance or concert at Mars ; 2 tickets for a guided 
tour organized by VisitMons ; 2 tickets to a film at Plaza Arthouse Cinema 
; 1 gift from the VisitMons shop.

More info: www.visitmons.be



SOLIDARITY INITIATIVES BY THE CPAS
SOLIDARITY CHRISTMAS MARKET & 
MERRY BOX
Solidarity Christmas Market 
The third edition of the CPAS Christmas Market will take place on De-
cember 10 and 11, from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the former Saint-Quen-
tin Chapel, Rue Lamir 29-31. The market features about ten stalls from 
partner associations, small information corners, and a unique cultural 
space showcasing works by regional artists. Visitors will have the chance 
to discover original creations from the Social Integral Center “Le Plein Air” 
(decorative wooden objects, small gifts, and curiosities). Many other sur-
prises await visitors. The opening ceremony is on December 10 at 12:00 
PM, with a performance by the children’s choir of the Mons Music Acade-
my, presenting some of the most beautiful Christmas songs. This Christ-
mas market is organized in support of the participating associations.

Merry Box  
The “Merry Box” initiative returns for its 6th edition! A solidarity project 
supporting the most vulnerable members of the community. Organized 
in collaboration with the City of Mons and the CPAS, this initiative grows 
bigger every year. In December 2024, an impressive 1,340 boxes were col-
lected!

How it works:

Take a shoebox and fill it with small gifts. Boxes can be dropped off from 
December 1 to 16 at the Reception Center and the citizen houses.

What to put in the box:

•	 Something warm: scarf, gloves, etc.
•	 A leisure item
•	 A thoughtful note
•	 A treat
•	 A hygiene product
•	 For children: toys, sweets, a Christmas wish note, and something 
warm
•	 For babies: age-appropriate toys, diapers, and small clothing items
Important: Clearly indicate for whom the box is intended: child (girl or 
boy, age), teenager, man, or woman.
All Merry Boxes are distributed a few days before Christmas to the local 
partner associations of the CPAS.

A big thank you for your generosity!

More info: www.mons.be 



USEFUL INFORMATION
• Christmas Village (Grand Place) : December 6 – 31, 2025
• Christmas Market (Marché aux Herbes) : 
   December 6 – 31, 2025
• Ice Rink (Place Léopold): December 6, 2025 
   – January 4, 2026
• Christmas Market (Place Léopold) : 
   December 6 – 31, 2025

Cleanliness of the sites
City stewards and municipal staff ensure the cleanliness of all event sites 
and shopping streets.

Reusable cups for a cleaner Christmas market!
Drinks are served in reusable cups (glass or reusable plastic) to help 
maintain cleanliness and reduce intensive cleanup at the end of the eve-
ning, especially on weekends.

Public toilets
Mobile toilets are available near the Grand Place, close to the Christmas 
market.

Public toilets are accessible in the town hall courtyard, Monday to Satur-
day from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM (including toilets for people with reduced 
mobility).

Paid public toilet (€0.50) located on Rue Samson (corner of the pedes-
trian zone).

Accessibility for people with reduced mobility
All locations are accessible. Reserved spaces are available at major at-
tractions starting from the Grand Place. The ice rink is accessible thanks 
to gliding aids, available upon request.

More info : https://www.mons.be/fr/vivre-a-mons/mobilite-et-ges-
tion-des-espaces-publics/mobilite/venir-et-se-garer-a-mons/parkings-pbs



GETTING AROUND MONS:
By train
The station is a 10-minute walk from the Grand Place and shopping 
streets.

•	 High-speed trains: Paris–Amsterdam, London via Lille or Brussels

•	 Frequent connections: Mons–Brussels, Mons–La Louvière–Char-
leroi–Namur–Liège, Mons–Lille. Good connections to Luxembourg, 
Aachen, Cologne.

Info and schedules: www.belgiantrain.be

By bus
TEC Hainaut buses connect Mons with the region and northern France 
(Maubeuge)

Info: www.letec.be

By car:
Motorway Paris–Brussels, exit 24 Mons. 1 hour from Lille, 1 hour from 
Brussels

-	 Covered parking: Halle and Grand Place (first hour free!)

-	 Street parking: 2 hours free; free after 5:00 PM Monday–Saturday, 
all day Sunday

-	 Near the station: P4 (via Boulevard Charles Quint) and P2 (via Ave-
nue Melina Mercouri)

More info : https://www.monscentreville.be/mobilite-infos-pratiques/ 
ou www.mons.be

By taxi
Several taxi companies operate in Mons at standard rates. Waiting areas 
are at the Grands-Prés and the train station.

By bike:
Mons city center is easily accessible by bike from surrounding munici-
palities. 

Pro Velo also offers bike rentals from 2 hours to one week.



Would you like to combine your visit to the Christmas market with one 
of the many exhibitions or a city tour? All tourist information is available 
at www.visitmons.be (Tourist Office of the City of Mons and the Tou-
rism House of the Mons Region). The visitor center is located at Grand-
Place 27 and is open daily from 9:30 AM.

CONTACT
AGENCE DE DÉVELOPPEMENT 
CENTRE-VILLE DE MONS ASBL

Rue de la Seuwe 11-14 (îlot de la grand-place) – 7000 Mons

+32 (0)65 40 58 85 – accueil@monscentreville.be
Company number : BE 0462.428.989 – RPM Mons

Director : Mr. Hilale HENINI
Facebook and Instagram : @monscentreville

Website : www.monscentreville.be 

Designer Mons Cœur en Neige : David Jeanmotte

Organiser Mons Cœur en Neige : Agence de développement centre-
ville de Mons, with support from the City of Mons.

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

Each year, we rely on the support of public and private partners. This 
collaboration makes this festive and eagerly awaited event possible in 
the city of the Doudou during the holiday season!

© Mons Cœur en Neige 2025

Publisher: Agence de développement centre-ville de Mons asbl  
Designer: David Jeanmotte
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